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LURIRL VI POINTS--

THE pessirg of Herbert George Viells ceme as no greest shock, for
as Jim Brecgenrldge seys elsevwhere in this issue (in a pilece written
one week prior to Wells' deeth) "Whether he (Wells) still lives is s
mgtter of some dispute." In zll fairness, however, it is rether dif-
flcu;t, we feely, to expect & men of 70-0dd yesrs to turn out the seme
que lity work he did when in his thirties, As fer es scientifiction
goes, Mr..Wells' last mejor contribution was "The Shape of Things to
Come?, written spproximetely 15 yeers ego. In fsct, the large bulk
of his best-known stf works were written znd published esrourd the turm
of the Century. Our memory of Wwells will zlweys be & fond one. The
first Wells' novel we read wes "The Food of the Gods"; to our wey of
thinking, it wes one of his most memoreble fentesies, Dreeming of
the future is something we .all cen do; expressirg it, es Hoe G, Wells
didy is a gift enjoyed by sll tgo £ew*of USe » o o

Recently Cherles Burbee, the cepecble editor of Shengri L'Affeires,
conducted & post-cerd poll in which some 65 fens perticipsted, While
Mr, Burbee's intentions were most honorsble, it is unfortunete thst
the results of the poll were so obviously distorted by the voting --
es & body -- of the Ios Angeles fens. DMr, Burbee wes kind enough to
publish the results in two columns -- one showing the votes cest by
non-LA fans and the other indicating the number of votes emeneting
‘from the Celifornia citidel of stefsrdom, In zlmost every case, the
Celiforniz votes either gesve one cendidste & greet boost, or snother,
s in the cezse of Wwalt Dunkelberger, en unnecessery slep. Most ob-
noxious was the voting for the "Worst fen of the yeer." Prejudiced
a8 we mcy be, we believe thet the Beowulf Poll -- the results of
which zre published in this issue of Sun Spots -- is & more eccurate
indicetion of fan opinion. No poll, however, cen even approach
perfection,

* ok *

It seems eech of our suthors hes something to gpologize for
this issue. Sem Moskowitz seys thet in his "Dzwn of Fleme" review
he lists Mergzret Weinbzum ¢s one of the five owners of the book cone-
teining the Pslmer introduction, It ecppeers thet Forrest Ackermen,
and not Mergezret Weinbzumy owns the book, . « Joe Kenredy stetes in
his erticle thet Bernerd de Voto's "Eesy Cheir'" column zppeers in the
Atlzntic Monthly. Somehow we let this slip through, when subconscious-
1y we knew thzt Mr, de Voto hes elweys written for Hgrper's Mzgzzine.
We would elso like to spologize for the numerous tying errors which
eppear to heve cropped up throughout the issue, One error thet we'd
like to correct appesrs in Breckenridge's review of "In Ghostly Jap-
sn." On pege 6 the word "taby"*wi}1 Ee found; it should be tgbu.

The Eestern Science Fiction Associetion (ESFA), which meets each
month in Newerk, zppeers to heve tlossomed into & thriving orgsniza-
tion, It is, without much doubt, the most promising group on the Eest

(Continued on psge 28)
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MEMOIRS OF HECATE COUNTY, by udmund Wilson. New York, Doubleday &
Compeny, 1946. ¢2.50.

g BY JAMES D. BRECKENRIDGE

MR. WILSON is, as you probably know, the literary critic of the
New Yorker. Besides knowing a lot about books, he is well informed
on metters musical and artistic, and it is about these subjects that
he has woven the six stories which make u_ this volume. He knows
what it tekes to make a good book, an iutelligent as well as an in-
teresting book, and he has put all these things into his stories, so
that the finel product is a handsome, well-polished exhibit which,
while it won't interast sveryone, should avveal to those who enjoy
good writing end esp=cially thos=2 who would like to se= it employed
on the supern:tural.

Ihr.e of the storics are not &t all concernsd with the super-
naturel (though much the sams zir of horror t<nds to seep undar the
door and invade thsm). ITh: first, entitled "The lian Who Shot Suap-
ping Turtles", approeschis the rzelm of ferce in its sestire on such
featurss of medern life gs ths esdvertising business, but it, too,
znds on a nots of half-unravs112d myst:ry. The third story, "Glimp-
sas of Wilbuz Flick", hinging on ths not complstely nov-l idaa that
Communisn and Cath01101sm ar. quit: similar as rsligions of faith,
sk-~tchas ths Zife of a »eth:r futils humen vaing who is struggling
for sn anchor. %h- fou:th story, which tekss up almost half the
book, "Ths £rincess with the Goldan Hair", »scounts the narrator's
parallsl love affairs with a dancshell hostass from brooklyn and the
wif: of ons of his usighbors in eristocraticelly suburben "Hecate
County."

Story numbar five, "The Milhollands &nd Their Damned Soul”, is
g marvsllous teksoff on g distinguished f:mily which founds = liter-
avy megezine (soms of whoss faaturss, liks the "Personsls' column
ere awfully easy to idsatify), than br nches out into book clubs and
publishing compenies, building up a neatlr overlapping structure in
which each part boosts the other. Througa this symphony threads the
theme, expounded by one of their subordinates, that the eldest Mil-
hollend has so0ld himself to the devil, and is sacrificing his broth-
ers to steve off his own damnatlon and by the end of the tale, we
find ourselvas half beliesveing he' S rlght’

The sixth story, "Mr. and Nrs. Blackburn at home", seemed to
this reviewer the wsaksst in the book. In it, for example, the devil
conv=rses in french for some seven pages, which seems a 1ittle un-
fair for Amserican resders. Even with the French pretty well truns-
lated, th: story did not have ths n-=aetness, the solidity, the hznd-
some chersctar of th- others.

It is ths sscond story, entitled "Ellen Tarhuns', which dips

into f- nﬁesj 2ll ths way. The na“ﬂeto", going to visit a noighbor
in the County, discov:irs that in zach twip he has been travelling
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backward in time, seeing her at thirty, st fourteen, then meeting
her mother just before her birth, then just before marriage. Exact-
ly whether this is time travel, ghost vis'tation, or thought pro-
jection is never resolved, but at each visit the narrestor is pressed
to meke a decision that would avert Lllen's later tragedy; yet he
finds himself unable to altsr events.

It is, of course, impossible to say exactly whet Mr. Wilson had
in mind in presenting these retrogressions; it is not inconceivable
that no positive arystallization hes taxen place in his own mind.

In eny case, thers saem.d to this reviewer, looking from the view-
point of an expert in vicarious tims travel, a curious inconsistancy
in the attitude of the crsatures of the apparitions toward the nar-
rator. On the ons hand, they scemed on at least one occasion to
raecognize him as a friend of the family, implying thet som: sort of
substitution in vision, such as that of the two school teachers in
Verseillss, the supposadly true story relatsd as "An Advsntura.”

On th=2 othar hand, they r»omark.d on th: strengsness of his
clothing. This in itself would s3om to point to some sort of time
travel, rather then a mere apparition ox dream. Yet we have those
decisions rspeetedly placed in the hands of the aesrretor, which
seem, linked with an obvious dream, to be projected by the will of
the "present-day" Ellen, who is trying to elter her pest. It is,
of course, something in the final analysis for each reedcr to de-
cide for himself, end it detrrcts in no sense from the excellence
of the story as & wholse.

Mr, Wilson, then, has turned out a highly competent series of
short stories. One could hardly claim for him any spark of genius,
end, in view of his past record of extremvly tough criticism of
others, it is lnevitable that he should be reked over a few coals
in his turn. But, despite any incidental objections, here is a very
definite rellef for those who occasionally desire more meaty fare
than what they find 1n Amszing sand Startling.

* X %

IN GHOSTLY JAPAN, by Lafcadio Hzarn. Boston; Little, Brown & Com-
pany, 1919. 241 pp.

This book is a collection of tales and essays gathered during
the author's residence in Japan. The tzles are not original; all
are retellings of o0ld Japanes3 and/or Buddhist stories. The essays
cover a wide variety of subjsets, from inssnse-rites to Japanese
poetry. 4ll the pieces demonstrate Hearn's art and grace of style
end, 1if slight, prove charming in their very slightness.

One feature occurs very stroungly to the reader in persuing
this book. It is ths question of just how much is rsally Japanszse
of all this meterial? The Japasnese, like the ancisnt Phosnicians,
ere & notoriously eclsctic race, but until the lest century the only
country in a position to influenc: thaem was China. In consequsnce,
most of the treditional oulture of Japan bsars a Chinese stamp.
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Like Japanese landscape painting, the poetry Hearn cites fol-
lows faithfully the Chinese zoéel: short, figurative puffs of beanty,
relying upon implication' rather than statement. The book also con-
tains a section of Japanese Buddhist proverbs, almost ¢11 of which
can with study be traced to Chinese or, more often, Indian origin-
als. The student is inclined to doubt whether the Japanese ever
contributei anything very much to Buddhism, or to any oth=ar religion
beside thsir primitive animism.

Somz of the tales, too, are glmost pure Indian Buddhist, and
arc 1lift-d almost directly from the Jatakas, the mass of fabliaux
which relate the past lives of the Buddal. The first picce in the
book, entitled "Fragment", is an Indian Buddhist sermon on reincar-
nation and eternity, symbolized by the infinite mountain of skulls,
relics of one individual's previous incarunztions.

Others, of course, can be identified as Japanese with very
1ittle trouble. A4And these are the stories which are ths true ghost
and horror tales of the collaction. "A Passionel Karma'", one of
the longest pieces in the book, tells of a young man whose beloved
hes died. She comes back as a ghost cnd tries to persuade him to
join her, but he flees in horror and def=nds himsz1lf by all the arts
of megic. But finally, through trsachery he is batrayed to his
erstwhile darling.

Heorn himself, in his snd-pisce to th: tale, criticizes the
young man's beh:svior as both unromsntic and unBuddhist. Neither
en Ogcidantczl lover nor e truz Buddhist would fight death in such e
cese so strenuously. I =m inclinad to belisve thet Heern missed
the point: thet this wes not originelly ¢ Buddhist taie at ell,
but ¢ Shinto ons, only sdepted in letsr times to the invsding re-
ligion. Similar is the tele "Ingwa-banashi", the story of a dying
wife's vengesnce on her husbend's concubine, a terrible story theat
would be ebhorrent to cay Buddhist beliaver.

It would be interssting &t soms time to attempt an evalu:tion
of comperstive civilizaetions through their current folk-legends
end fairy-teles. Without trying to point out & moral, some con-
clusions might be drawn here,

Leaving the Western H:amisphsrs out of the picture, as too con-
glomerate to give any conclusive results, w2 might turn first to
Burope. Csartainly in Western Europe folk-tales and children's
stories are of a mild sort. Trus, rn occasional monster is employed
to put an unruly child to bad, but for the most part the ogres ond
slves are tolsrant, 1if not rotually amused and h=lpful. In England
we should heve to look fer beck to find any really terrifying folk-
trles. &Even in Cheucer's graat omnibus of litercture there is only
ons story which might b2 cslled grim -- "The Prrdoner's Tale." Be-
fore this ws coms to th2: Nordic Lagends to find rcel torror.

In the warmer Msditerrsncan lends even Jeck the Gient-Killer
is lergely disploced by storiss of a greater or lass religious
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charactar. Only from th3 wildar =reas, islands like Corsica and
Sicily, do truly fright-ning storiss stem. In Scendinavie, the
work of a2 men like Andarsen, for example, contrins no rsally ter-
rifying'piec-s. His witches ere ugly but bsnsvolsnt, his monsters
rafined, end while mruny of the stories sre not overly heppy, unons
attein cny note of grimncss.,

Yat from the neighbor-country of Germeny we find f»ight ond
terror praveiling in the storiss of the brothers Grimm. Where An-
dersen is mersly fantastic, the Urimms prove truly horrifying.
Through 11 thz2ir stories brood th: -vil gloom of th: foxrest, the
perveding chill of the mountains, thrt has to verying degrees 1lrid
its icy hend over most Germen litsrrturs, from "Feust"™ to the "Ni-
bolungsnlied™, to chooses writers from opposite ends od the polit-
ic:1l segsaw. .

Further erst, in Russia, the barbsric spirit of the great for-
ests and wide plcins brings many supposed friry teles out of what
we would call the children's class oltogether. Here are 21l the
implements of terror, played upon masterfully by the folk-mind. In
contrast sre the pleastnt, simple stories of China, so ch:rming and
greceful. A Chinese drcgon could scrrcely frighten an ant.

So we complete the cycle snd »atursn to Japen where, under
greftings of Chinese ¢nd Indisn shoots, rsmeins the stork, berboric
spirit of personsl vengeancs ~nd demonolatry known &s Shinto. It
is difficult to understand why Hearn, who seems to haove found things
1ike buddhism end postry th< principal attrections of Japan, did not
seck n=arsr the source. Parheps the onswer lies in the wey in
which, tc some individuels, the sentimentsl nppeals more then the
emotionel, the picturesqus more thon th: bsautiful.

t 3 * X
LAST AND FIRST MEN, by Olef Stapledon. 1 ndon, 1930. 355pp.

In drems criticism there is somsthing of o tr:dition that o
eritic who thinks & pley is ewful should show his displecsure by
walking out in the middle, as ostentrtiously as possible. It hes
besn ny frequant suspicion that book reviewers, too, indulge in
this means of 1libsrrting themselvas from sn unplensant task. Auy
admission of this is, of course, teby; but in this case I am going
to meke no bonas rcbout it: I nsver finished "Lest ond first sen",
I couldn't,

Certrinly I hrd evsry renason to go on with the bvook. I hed
only reached pege 159, in & chepter entitled "The Martiens'; it
was only eight o'clock, rnd until miduight I should be obliged to
sit in the laneging Editor's cffice, wondering if the phone would
ring. MNewspaper work, like s war, leargely consists of rrre momsents
of intense sxeitemsnt, saperat=d by long hours of tedious boredom.
Under the sort of compulsion sxercised by my job, I had devoured
"Tom Jones" in four drys, "Tristram Shondy" in two; reed "Ulysses"
word for word, =nd fought through =11 the most impossible writings
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of Lovecraft (the blind Irishmen whirling in his greve et this jux-
teposition would doubtless meke ¢ turtine blush for sheme); and ac-
tuelly resd 11 of "The New Adem!" But ¢t Stepledon I wes compelled
to drew the line, I finzlly went into the next office, turned on
the redio, end wes lucky enough to find the Brooklyns hed e right
geme going.

Enough of eutobiogrephy. Why couldn't I reed the book% For a
veriety of ressons. Let me explein whet it's ebout, Stepledon's
object in this volume wee to trece the possible future history of
the race, and the reces which would succeed us in dominetion of our
System, until such time es the coolirg of the sun would snuff out
the lest vestiges of life on this &nd our neighbor globes.

Truly 2 noble inspiretion, grandiose though it might be. Mr,
H.G, Wells of seinted memory (whether he still lives is e matter of
some dicpute) took up peper end print to the weight of five pounds
cimply in outlining the history of our plenet up to the present
time; this period of time is e regligible frection of the aeomns
which Stepledon hes essayed to cover., This tremendous expense of
time necessitetes & cursory treetment of eny given event, so thet
the resder geins only ¢ skeletel ides of the verious wers end re-
gdjustrents through which modern civilization decends to its ennihil-
etion, &nd new reces of men rise to domingtion end equivelent des-
truction.

Above £11, the absence of eny guiding personelity, eny individ-
usl through which the recder mey visuszlize these events tends 1o
weery »im, In most fiction, the exicstence of ¢ centrel figure or
themrs Ly which events mey be interpreted s vitelly recessery for
the unity of the work., This need not be en individusl; in "Dos
Pcesog'", for exemple, it is the centrel theme of socisl conflict end
progress thet holéds the work together., But Stepledon hss no such
thieme or idee sround which to build his book; he is simply wender-
ing eimlessly down g corridor of time of his own choosing.

The introduction of ¢ personelity, sey e time-treveller, might
not heve suited Stepledon's purposes; why then should not the ner-
retor himself heve intruded more into the cstory® Such complete
objectivity es he employ: in his book tends in the long run simply
to bore the resder to disitirectiony end drive him to gnother book.

Perheps the reply might be thet Stepledon’'s aim wss not to
write ¢ novel in the ordinery sense, but rcther £ philosophical
history of the future. Yet, even philosophy fells epert without a
Lesic premise; an historisn is & fool who Goes not try to explein
something in recounting his story. Some fundementsl theme is nec=-
essery to justify en erbitrery history of this sort.

After 211, the writer does not exist in & vecuum; if he is sim~
ply writing for himself, he hec¢d best keep his writings from teing
forced on the public, The public will teke only & little forcing
before throwing up its hends and going on to someone more interes-
ting to itself, (9)
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Agzin, Stepledon is not a2 perticularly expert creftsmen, Whet-
ever his justificetions in igroring the finer points of style in cov-
ering the tremendous ground he hed leid out for himself, a tour de
force such s he esseyed is usuelly successful only when it hes &also
somte recl virtues of writing to offer, s well as ¢ clever idea. A
dull writer cen be successful only when, like Dreiser, he hes some-
thing importent to say. Stepledon, I'm efreid, seys nothing in the
end, Perheps ¢ tremendous messege is hidden in the lstter peges I
hedn't the strength to go on toj; but is it too much to esk of a writ-
er that he give some slight inkling of this in the first hslf of his
book;" As it stendsy, €11 I cen sey to "Last and First Men is, "So
whet

It

The End
%

\BHUM A5 B PROPUET - oomsem

STANLEY G, WEINBAUM died in 1935, but it wesn't until four yeers
lster thet "The Bleck Fleme", believed by meny to be his greatest
story, cppeered in print for the first time in the initiel issue of
Stertling Stories.

While re-reesding "The Bleck Fleme" recently I wes struck by e
few psregrephs whichy in 1939, hed entirely escsped mekirg eny im-
prescion on me, Weinbeum's writing in these peregrephs is similer
to the writings of meny post-ztomic ege scientifictionists (those who
previously scoffed zt science fiction, but now find it & profiteble
pestime,) But while reeding Weinbezum's "Bleck Flzme" one must real-
ize it wes written sbout 13 yeers ego; thet it wes printed eight
yeers &go,

And now, in the words of The Blezck Flsme:

"'You of the encient world hed grest citiesy® she ssid, 'Todey
there are might cities, too. N'York hsd eight millions of people;
Urbs, the grest metropolis of this sg8ey hes thirty millions. But
there is now one metropolis, your world hed £ hundred. A mervelous
cgey thst time of yours, but it erded. Some time irn your Twertieth
Century, it went out in a blezze of wer,'

"'The Twentieth Century!' exclzimed Connor, 'So neer my time!l'

"Yes, Your fierce, werlike netions szted their lust for bettle
et lest in one gigentic wer thet spreed like & cloud sround the plen=-
et. They fought by seay by lend, by sir, &nd bereeth the sea end
lend., They fought with weepons whose cecrets ere still lost, with
strenge chemistries, with diseeses. Every retion wes ceught in the
struggle; 11 their vast knowledge went into it, ernd city cfter gisnt
city wes destroyed by etomic bombs or zppihileted by infected weter
supplies. Femine stelked the world, znd efter it swept swift pest-
ilence,'™
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THE READER CHRIERG ===

(An erticle on letter hecks by ore who should know)

"DEAR SGT. SATURN: I em thirteer (13) yeers old end I would
like you to know thet this is my first letter to your meg. I hsve
been resding the stories end thought I would give you the retings on
them or the new reting system I just thought up: "The Mertisn's Re-
verge." This wes just feir. Rates 2% xeno jugs. "Rocket in the
Credle of the Deep." This wes excellent! Terrificl!! A clessicl!..
Retes nine xeno Jjugsili...."

How otiten heve you resd commurigues 1like thet inr the prozine
letter columns? WMore then once or twice, no doubt, Yes,y, in the wild
end wecky vworld of the science-fecntesy pulps, it hes Lecome tredit-
ionezl for the constent resder oi stf to write e letter to the editor
¢t leest once z yeer; in order to voice his own opinions on the cov-
ers, zrtwork, features,; snd -- most importenrt of £l1 -- the stories.

The editors, of course, encourcge Mecil. Yot meny yeers ¢80,

TWS ren e blurk regulerly urgirg its recders to write every issue,
Strengely enough, however, the science fiction reeders don't seem to
recuire much urgirg. The volune of fen meil thet the stf megs re-
ceive hezs lorg been & source of wonder in professionel circles. The
western or detective story editor mey receive one or two letters of
comrment per issue -- if he's lucky. The everesge stf meg editor gets
gbout fifty.

Why this compearetively greet differencet Is the science fiction
reeder more literste then the typicel wild-western or love-story fen%
Or coulc it be thet there's something ebovt s~f thst intrigues the
imeginztion to such en extent thet tne .hevituel stf edcict finds it
recessery to express himself vie meil in orcer to let off steem?
Frenkly, we don't know for sure, And there ere countless others,
both fens end professionels, who heve long beer interested in this
phenomenon,

About 1941, if we're rot mistckern, Bernerd de Voto devoted one
of his reguler "Eesy Cheir" columns ir the Atlentic Monthly to en
ettempt to erelyze the stf pulps' grest eppesl. De Voto titled his
colutn "Doom over Jupiter:s the Science Fiction Pulps", end while
conceding thet severel scientist frierds of his were fescinsted by
the metephysicel possibilities of stf, he went on to hint thst mos+#
of the letters in the prozire resders' columns were ectuelly concoc-
ted by the editoriel ofiices.

The guess wes wrong, of course. Wwith & lerge circle of letter-
hecks end & corstent influx of rew recders, megs like Stesrtling end
Plenet undouttedly heve more then sufiicient meterisl on vhich to
drew to insure & lively end veriec letter section. Only in one or
two rere instences thet I know of hss ern editor ever found in nrec-
essery to feke ¢ recder's missive. In such ceses, the hoex wes
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perpetrated only for the purposes of stirrirg up the reeders' wreth
end putting & little life ir the column -- it's en old, if slightly
dishonest stunt common to jourrelists. Remember E.F. Buchenon's in-
femous letter to "The Vizigreph" in Plesvet neny issues ego7%

As Ebey pointed out in an erticle for Shenrgi L'Affaires lest
yeer, the number of letter columng cestering to long,rembling, screw-
bell letters so deer to the letterheck's heesrt is repidly becominrg
fewer. Plenet end the IWS--Stertling combire ere ebout the only ones
left. And even the Xeno-drinking deys of 5gt. Seturn ere over, how-
ever, for editor Sem Merwin geve the Serge his virtuel cdischerge in
the lest issue of TWS. '

FFM's letter column is utterly lackirg & sense of humor, FFM
would seem to ceter msinly to the collectors ecrd bibliophiles. Ast-
ounding's "Bress Tecks" is & good section of its type,y, though more
then ¢ 1little dull to enyone not e student of edvenced electronics,
Weird Teles is completely hopelessy while Amezing end Fentestic Ad-
venturec sre once sgein on the decline, As fer &s volume of meil
goesy Richerd Shever clegims he receives more letters then zny other
stf suthor. We don't doubt it, for there sre thoussnds of occult
end pseudo-science devotees to whom Shever's Lemurisn stories eppecl.,

Wwhen some brend new titles eppeer on the pulp megezine reck,
perheps letter hecking will once egein flower es of yesteryeer. In
eny event, we predict thet since the urge for ego-expension is a
humen treit, the species known s the letter-heck will never be com-
pletely extinct,

The End

* % * % * * * * * ¥ * L *

AUTHORS ARE. STRANGER THAN THEIR OWN FICTION

Richerd S. Shever, eguthor of the controversisl Lemurien series
in Ame zing Storieg, in voting in the Beowulf Poll on spece ilight
this pest May steted thet inter-plenetsry :.revel not only will be
eccomplished, but thet it "secretly is now!" Shezver went on to stste
thet the fect would be releesed "publicly" in 1S60,

On the other hend, ReymordA. Pclmer, editor of Amezing end
supposedly the one who rewrites e£11 of Shever's meterisl, wes the

only perticipsnt in the poll to stete thet spsce flight will never
be eccomplished,

Mr, Shever, in enswering the cuestion on which plenets of the
Soler System ¢id he believe life es we krow it could exist, steted:
"All, in the encient ceverns,"
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MAN'S dresm of concuering spsce cppesre neer et hend. During
the pest few weeks the Army Air Force of the United Stetes emnounced
to the world thet it will send & rocket missile to the moon within
eighteen months time. Once this is sccomplished, men are sure to
follow, :

i — THE PREILUDE
| TO ACT ONE

: In this erticle I wish to present & number of exerpts from news-
peper end msgezine erticles decling directly or indirectly with space
trzvel, Some of these srticles dste beck eight yeers. During the
War yeers -- 1939 to 1945 -- the cloek of censorship hid irom the pub=-
lic eye the progress being mede in Jjet propulsion, stomic power, end
rocket propulsion. In the pest few months greet strides hzve Leen
forwerd. Through these following excerpts I presert SPACE FLIGLT --

Prelude to Act I,
GERRY de 1a REE
* % %k

G. EDWARD PENDRAY, former President of the Americen Rocket Society,
in NEW YORK DATILY MIRROR; Mey, 1938:

"Let's get this streight. Neither you nor I will ever go to the
moon or suy other plenet in gny rocket. Nor will our children, Our
grendchildren might -- we cen't tell now., Any feiry tzles you resd
gbout rockets hovering in spsce or being steered in end out of nests
of sters is €11 bilge..."

HOWARD W. BLAKESLEE, Associzted Press Science Editor in AP fecture
story published in BERGEN EVENING RECORD, November 3, 1938:

"Theoreticelly o spsce ship could meke the flight (to Mers).
Rocket ship propuleior would do it -- for & men who hed 1,000 yeers
or more to live end fuel which does not now exist..,.Rocket ergineers
heve produced speeds of 700 miles er hour vith smell rocket motors,
end might predict thet speeds of 1,000 m.p.ia. ere gttsineble. At
thet rete, unless the rocket ship treveled mery times fester in spece,
it would teke ebout 1,400 yeers to fly to Msrs when the plenet is
closest,"

ALLAN FINN in ¢n srticle entitled "10,000 }Miles en Hour", publiched
in August, 1938 issue of MECHANIX IILIUSTRATED:

"Armed with these subsetentiel echievments experimerntors confi-
dently believe thet rocket ilights of 2& miles ere close £t hend,
flights of 100 miles eround the corner, snd flight zcross the Atlep-’
tic ¢ definite possibility within our lifetime, More, they telieve
there is plenty of theoreticel bzsis end some evidence for the convic-
tion thet given encug!i: money, power, end experimentzl dste, they
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could shoot their devices to the moon,..At presert the zltitude for

s rocket sterds at 7,500 feet (1} mile). Tt is credited to Dr. Rob-
ert H, Godderd, deen of rocket experiuentcrs, He set it et his leb-
orstory neer Roswell, Vew lMexico, ir Mey, 1935. Dr. Goddsrd's rocket
2ttzined @ speed of 700 miles zn hour...For the present we'll post-
pone thsat moon trip, for it is estimsted & rocket cespeble of getting
there would have to be es big zs the Empire Stete Building end would
cost e peltry $1,000,000,000!"

NEw YORK MIRROR, June 6, 1939

Chester L, Eschelmen, 22, who took off liondsy eveninrg from Cem-
deny, N.J. on e projected flight to the plenet Mers, irn ¢ plene he
rented for $9, was rescued yesterdey from the sinking spece ship 175
miles off Boston, by the fishing trewler Villsnova. The yourg flier,
on vecetion from z job ss evistion mechenic in Beltimore, fell short
of his goel Ly 45,002,511 miles. "I wes hecded for Mers 11 right"
seid Eschelmen, sipping some whisky thezt Ceptein Bjertmsrz seves for
spece fliers, "But I cen cppreciczte teing elive on this world,™

NEy YORK JOURNAL AMERICAN, April 21, 1940

"Thet nen cev imegine, they cen do. And for seversl hundred
yeers now, men heve been imsgining flights to the moon end to other
plenets in our soler system. An embryonic model of the engine which
some dey mey be developed into the super engire thet will drive the
first spece creft from Eerth into interplenetery spaces is now rest-
ing under e smell shed in the rear of the Aerorsutics Building et
Celiforniez Institute of Technology at Pesedens., It is & jet-pro-
pelled mechine,"

Dr. A.E., Lomberd, Assistent Professor of the Celifornis Insti-
tute, steted elsewhere in this erticle: "Of course before sny such
interplenetery flights are sccomplished, perfected jet-propulsion
mechines probebly will be treveling the stretosphere, teking pessen=~
gers eround the world et speeds exceeding 1,000 miles per hour. Suc-
cese is not Jjust eround the corner in these resesrches. DBut we know
we ere on & treck thet is lezding somewhere. Time will tell how suc-
cessful we heve been,"

AUGUST 6, 1945, In &1l pepers:
The Atomic zge opens,
PASSAIC HERALD NEWS, August, 1945

Chicego -~ R.L., TFerrsworth esked the government todsy to grent
him the first civilien permits to put ctomic energy to pescetime use,
He wents to develop & soler irensportetion syctem, providing reguler
8-hour flights to the moon...Fernsworth, Presidert of the U.S. Roc-
ket Society, wrote & letter to the Resezrch Courcil on Netionel Sec-
urity et Weshington, esking for permission to use stomic energy to
meke a rocket in which Ezrth dwellers could trevel through the uni-
verse 2t & rete of seven miles per second,
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NEW YORK TIMES, Mzy 11, 1946

White Sends Proving Ground, Les Cruces, N.M,, Mgy 10 -- A four-
teen tenGermen V-2 rocket, leunched by the United Stetes Army,
roared into the ionosphere here this sfternoon enc oficielly sterted
¢ U,S., long-rsnge missile progrem which in time will revolutionize
the zrt of wer end mey wolve the mysteries of the sky...The second
V-2 rocket ever to be fired in this country, which meny more are 1o
follow, rose high irto the eir in a piller of fire end e sneky treil
of smoke shortly efter 2 P.M, 25 & lerge perty of leeding militsry
eand nevel men end scientists sew the shspe of things to come., Pre-
liminery observetions indiceted the V -2 hed soered elmost seveniy-
five miles into the sky...The backdrop for this test (which in one
sence wes elmost ss epochel in the srt of wer es wes the first stom~
ic bomb explosion) was fittingly Wellsien, The brosd flst westes
of the desert, obscured here end there by wind-driven flurries of
send, were sherply bounded to the west by the £lmost inhumen scul-
pture of the Orgen Mountsins torchered end westhered by time,,.The
V-2 is whet is czlled 2 preset missile; thet is, men on the ground
heve very little control of it once it is lezunched. After the fuel
is cut off the rocket proceeds through spsce like sn ordinsry pro-
Jectile -- but st the incredible speed of 2,400 to 3,800 m.p.h.,
more then five times fester then sound.

NEW YORK SUN, Mgy 11, 1946

White Se¢ends, N.M,, Iay 11 (AP) -~ The Army had ¢ volunteer who
wented to ride the reessembled Germen V-2 rocket tested yesterdey et
the White Sends proving grounds, Merk E, Ridge of Dorchester, Mzss.
who seid he hed done pre-wer scientific work on pressure snd cold
resisting suits for strztosphere explorestion, wrote he would be
pleesed to meke the trip either on or in the rocket,

NEW YORK TIMES, June 5, 1946

Viright Field, ' Deyton, Ohio, June 4 -- The Army Air Forces re-
veeled todey thet, in persuit of its goel to produce piloted mil=-
itery eircreft thet will fly &t speeds fer in excess of 1,500 m.p,
h.y & revolutionery rocket-powered crzft, designsted as the XS-1,
end flown by hend, will be tested soon end is expected to zttein a
speed fester then sound,

NEW YORK DATILY NEWS, June 8, 1946

Weshirngtony D.C,, June 7 -- A group of U,S, Ordnence experts
heve compiled secret dets proving th:t en Americen-built version
of the Germen V-2 cen be fired with g 1,000 pound wer-heed from
this country end hit Bikini Atoll -~ the ztom bomb terget 5,625
miles ewgy.
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NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE, June O, 1946

Weshington, D,C,y June 8 -- Disclosures mede todzy concerning
one of the Nevy's most closely guerded wertime secret developments,
the Bumblebee, revezled thest this "test-vehicle, forerurner of
future guided missiles, wes "flown" successfully nearly a yeer ago
el Islend Beech, N,J, end ettezined a velocity "exceeding 1,400 m,p.
h.", or roughly twice the speed of sound. The power plant wss a sim-
ple, but revolutionary rem-jet engine, weighing only 70 pounds &nd
developing one horsepower for eesch helf ounce of its structursal
weight es compered to the one-pound-per-horsepower performence of
the best modern conventional aircraft engines,

NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE, June 17, 1946

During the wer the Nezis fired severel test V-rockets over Swe-
den from the Danish island of Bornholm. Now they're coming egain,
It's impossible to tell who; where, or why, but someone in Europe is
firing long-renge secret rockets psetterered on Nezl vengeance wea-
pons. The fectst In the last few weeks several have been observed
pessing over Sweden, Last week one burst into three parts over the
Swedish province of Dglecerlie neer Kopperberg. Swedish militery
petrols ere looking for wrechege, but it is & tough job in the thick
forests of the erea znd so far none hes been found. Swedish observ-
ers segy the winged projectiles treveled st e fentestic speed horizon-
telly. The direction of flight suggested they ceme from southeast
or south,

NEW YORK WORLD TELEGRAM, June 18, 1946

Fort Milesy Del.y June 18 (UP)-- Possible use of the Nevy's
1,500-mile-an-hour rem-jet to shoot meil scross the contirent in two
hours wes forseen here todey following the first public demonstre-
tion of the engine. ‘The device soon will be eguipped with wings end
tgil sssembly znd flown es ¢ remotely controlled pilotless sircreft,

NEW YORK TIMES, June 19, 1946

Wsashingtony June 18 -- The inventor of the jet-propelled en-
gine, Air Commodore Frenk Whittle of the Royel Air Force, who wss
bored by the "crewling pace" of the Liberstor which flew him ecross
the stlentic, predicted today thet in five years sir lines would fly
passengers in jet-propelled plenes et 500 tc 600 miles en hour,

NEW YORK TIMES, June 21, 1946

Army experts believe thet effective inter-continentel rockets
will not be developed for ten to fifteen yeesrs, Msj. Gen., Robert W,
Hesbrouck, Deputy Chief of Steff for the Army Ground Forces, seid
lest night. Although the Germens drew workeble plens for & rocket
with more thezn 3,000 miles range, he sgid, its insccuracy mskes it
impossible es & wegpon zgeinst cities,
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NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE, June 24, 1946

After considereble seerching, the Army hes decided on &n unnemed
civilien test pilot to meke the hzzardous first flight of the sensa-
tionel XS~1 supersonic rocket plsney which some ergineers believe
cepeble of z speed of 1,000 m.p.h, He will be pzid $50,000 for the
job. The pilot's personel equipnent, details of which ere mildtery
secrets, will give him the eppeerence of & comic-strip rocket pilot
end provide protecticn egeinst the physicel strains of supersonic
flight, A mgjor hazerd cannot be obvisted, however ~--the possibility
of z sudden drop from supersonic speed, which might prove fetel,

NEW YORK DAILY MIRROR, June 23, 1546

Pesedenegy Cal.y June 22 -(AP) -- The curtein hes been lifted on
another of the Goverhment's ultre hush-hush testing lzboretories, and
the Earth shook in the process. While newspeper snd megezine writers
held their eers, scientists demonstrested the power of Jjet-propulsion,
It wes & roering, qusking sffzir. The motor of a "WAC Corporal',
this Country's znswer to the Germen's V-2, wes trsined on & hollowed~
out hillside snd ignited. A sheet of searing flzme, dwarfing eny-
thing the war msgy heve seen in the wey of fleme throwers, blested the
cliff snd shook the observetion room. Sirce it wes & stetic test,
no missile wes lesunched. The rocket is one of several projects dev-
eloped et Californie Institute of Technology's Jjet-propulsion leb-
orstory, hidden in the hills behind Pzsedena.

NEW YORK HERAID TRIBUNE, June 23, 1946

Washingtony June 22 (AP) -- The Army is telking of the possibil-
ity of en estomic missile which, fired from the United Stetes, cen
hit eny pert of the world within sn hour., Colonel S. B, Ritchie,
scting chief of the Resesrch end Development Service seid: '"We must
expect other netions will develop missiles cepeble of crossing oc-
eans. Counter-measure missiles ere therefore included in our over-
all-progrem," He seid the Army hes a contrsct with the Generel Elec-
tric Conpeny which is meking the '"Buk Rogers myth & reelity." He
was spezking here of rockets, "long renge, ground-to-ground controle
led missiles", he seid. These gient rockets will trevel more than
fives times fzeter then cound (sound trevels sbout 1,000 feet = sece
ond in zir), cepsble of streeking into spece end then,controlled by
complicezted robot 'breins', dive with uncenny eccurzcy on & terget
thoussrds of miles zway."

Mgjor Alexander P, de Seversky in the "This Week" section of the
NEW YORK HERAID TRIBUNE, June 23, 19463

"The drewings on these psges show my version -- &s &n zeronsu-
ticzl engineery precticel flyer end test pilot -- of whet sn eesrth-
to-moon space ship of the future might look like. Here ere some
quich fzscts ebout it, It will ¥We driven Ly some new source of power,
such es stomic energy. It will teke off on its jourrey with slow
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ease end comfort -- not with e jolting rucnh, It will be able to hov-
er -- remeir motionless -- in spsce, either fer eswsy or close to the
surfzce of the eerth or some other plenet. Out in space it will tre-
vel sidewazys,; not heed on. Fer Leyond the reech of the esrth's grev-
ity, it will have en artificiel grevity to keep passengers erd fur-
niture end water and everything else comfortebly in place., The pilot
will heve complete control over the ship at £11 times. There will be
no uncontrolled 'cossting,' It will meke the trip to the moon in
three end a helf hours, with & top speed of more then 139,000 miles
en hour, The ship itself will be no lerger then en averesge esirplane,
A11 but one element for such ¢ flight ere elresdy st hend. Thet one
eleunent, the missing lirk in the chein, is & fuel light enough, pow-
erful enough, compact enocugh to contein in extremely smell peckages
the immense energy recquired for interplsnetery trevel., Given such a
fuel, I would gledly underteke to design and build s serviceeble
spece ship.,"

NBEi YORK DAILY MIRROR, July 1, 1946

Longview, VWesh. (INS) -- A men who should know forecest thet men
would shoot pilotlescs sircreft to the moon for investigetion purposes
"within my lifetime." The spezker, Cmdr. Moulton B, Taylor, USNR,
should live enrother 35 or 40 yeers. Cmdr, Teylor eided in develop-
ing the Nevy's highly secret pilotless aircraft during the wsr, snd
this research should zdvence flight to the moon by yeers.

NEW YORK HERAID TRIBUNE, July 10, 1946

White Sends, N.Msy July 9 (AP) -= A Germen V-2 rocket was fired
to en zltitude of 83.5 miles for z new record todsy et White Sends
proving ground. The hige rocket, lsden with dets-gethering instru-
ments, wes in the eir 400.5 seconds end ceame to earth sixty-three
miles due north of the lesunching site.

NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE, July 10, 1946

Wisshington, July 9 -- Guided missiles with &n ultimeste renge of
20,000 miles, cezpeble of circling the globe ~-- are slreesdy the sub-
ject of long-r:nge plenning by ordnmence scientists, the Wer Depert-
ment disclosed todey. Mgjor Genercl Everett S, Hughes, Chief of the
Army Ordrence Department, mede the disclosure in egnnouncing thest a
Jjoint Army-Yevy ccmrigssion is seerching the United Stetess; Caribbean
end Pscific Arees for & renge where it will be possible to test con-
templeted rockets over ¢ distence of 2,000 miles,

NEW YORK TIMES, July 23, 1946

Weshington, July 22 -- A research program to ascertein how st-
omic energy cen be used for airplenes is being worked out by the
Lrmy Air Forces and aircrsft compsnies, the War Depertment announced
tornight...It wes szid et the Penizgon that enough progress hes been
mede to show thest the project is "not imprazcticsal,."

(Continued on Pege 26)
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THE mgjority of science fiction fendom believes thet spece

flight will be sccomplished within the next 15 years.

In 2 Beowulf

poll conducted by this fenzine three months ego0, 67 out of 68 fzns,
euthors? end editors replying steted thet they believed it would be
accomplished., Reymond Pelmer cest the lorne negetive vote,

Below we are reprinting from "Space Flight -- When?" the list
of deztes chosen for the first successful flight to the moon or sn-
other plenet; elso, whether or not the perticipsnt would be willing
to go zlong on the first sttempt st reeching the moon, given only

50% chence of returning,

YEAR --

* %
Would you-go? -

1948,....Joseph H, Wrzos...
1249,....Gus DzlleS.seecvess
1950.....J0hn Rendolph..,...YES
1260,,...John Cempbell,Jr...YES
1950,....Forrest Ackermesn,,.NMO
1950..‘..B0b Tucker....l [ ] -o.YES
1980, 4.¢.Richerd Alnutt.....NO
1961.,...Benson Perry.......YES
819510 ¢ v e .RiCk Snesl"y. R
1952, 44 ¢eScm MoSKOWitZe s s o s JNO
1963, ....L10yd Alpzugh,.....YES
81953. 000 .E.E. Greenleafo 00 OYES
1964, 3, o e OIS COTTEIer s 4% o » YEO
1665, . ... Andy LyONeeseseeas . YES
1955, ... J2CKk SpEEIrecaceess O
1655, ..04George FoXseeosees  YES
1255,... .,Henry Elsner,......YES
1955, ..+.Cherles Belingeeess
195500'05P5u1 D. COX.OOIOCIO
al955, ... .,Herold Cheney......YES
1956, ,4..Virginia Lelzke....YES
1956,.,..Relph lilne Ferley,lNO
1957.....Gerry de lez Ree....YES
81957,....Theodore Sturgeon, .,YES
196006 0eeWilly LeYeseeeoeees YES
1960. K] oRiChE I‘d s. Shevero OYES
1960,4....Thomes Gardner,....
1960, ..+.Rickey Slzvin......,YES
1960, ¢...Williem H, Evsns,... .ES
1960. ..., .Millerd Grimes, ... .. ES
1960..60 e ATt Widnerssoocee. YES
1960, 4...Dr. C.L., Berrett...NO
1960, ,..,.Weclt Dunkelberger.,YES
1260.....J0hn B, Cornell....YES

JYES
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YEAR -- Would you go?
1960, 44+ shlex SauUNEETrSses e
1960¢¢e0oVEn Splewneeaae e NO
1960, 4o« Fred ROW1lenNd,. e e e YES
1960.,.. sRicherd Frenk.....NO
1960, ..+ Walter Coslet.,..,.YES
1960...,.Robert Peterson,,,YES
1963, .45 Li0orel Inman.,....YES
1963,....Roneld ChristensenYES
1965, ..., .+D.B.Thompson,.ss...NO
1969, ¢ v+ ROoNs1d MzddOXs e« o YES
1970.,...dcmes BreckenridgeNO
1970, ... .Herry Werner, Jr..NO
12972, ... .Hugo Gernsbeck,..,NO
1975, 44 ¢ L.Spregue deCemp. ,NO
1975.4+...,0tto Binder,..,...NO
1875, ¢ o Menly W, Wellmen, ,YES
1975,. .. .Henry Kolbe,ssss. :YES
19750 ] oPhillip SCh&umE'n‘n.l\"D
1976, ... .A1fred Africeno,..YES
1976, ,...Frencis T, Leney..NO

81977, 44, .Devid M, Speeker.,YES
1980, 606 ¢JONN WESSO e o0 seeeelES
19801‘ OOOJoe Kennedy.l [ 2N BN ] OOYES

81985. o0 .CliffOI‘d HElln P .I\TO
19860 e e e oHerley SaChS. P .YES
19900 see .Che rles Lucaso X OYES
1995, , 4. sMertin Carlson. .. . .NO
2000444+ .Lengley Seerles, . NO
2000..¢+ R.D,Swisher,,.,...NO
200080 o s eKentyBohes bt s sak & YES
2010, 44se0teve Henrshen,...,YES
210046+ .Alex Osheroff.....NO
2_1&5. ) .Dal“rell RiChEPdSOTiNO
g~-Denotes dete is sversge one,


deCamp..NO
Schaumann.NO

URRT D0ES FHROSWORTH THINK?

Rgproduced telow is ¢ letter from R. L, Fernsworth, President of
Ehe Unlteq Stetes Rocket Society, commenting on the results of the
space flight" Beowulf poll of science fiction fendom:

Dear Mr, de le Ree:

] The science fiction "fens" znd Authors ere lamentsbly behind the
times. For the lest four yesrs I hezve been prophesying rockets on
the lMoon within s very short time, granted ztomic power. Lest week,
on "Heedline Edition", I seid & rocket could be put on the Moon in
two yeers, A few nites leter the Army ceme on the zir with the same
ennouncement. The only cuestion thet hes been involved for some time
now has been thet of money. The Army has the money, end -- the atom,

I do not like to be cynicel but I em zfreid thst none of the
rocket ideelists end drecmers sre goirg to be among the ones to first
step upon the zlien zsh of the Moon, It will ro doubt be en Army
officer or university professor, who, up urtil todey, hss hooted down
in derision eny mention of the possibilities of interplenetery travel,

As z suggestion I would recommend th:t you get out & letter to
21l of these seers end tell them to stop guessing arnd write to their
Senstor zrd Corgrescmen end ssk thet e civilien committee be nemed
to work with the Army on the Moon rocket project, We who heve been
lagughed et for years for dresming snd working towsrds the Moon, de-
serve to be leughed =t still more uprosrously if we sit beck end let
our detrectors reech the Moon gheed of us,

As the lergest smsteur society in the world, with over 1,000
members, (some of whom ere ir your list) we heve done more to popler-
jze the ides of spescial penetretion then eny other body of people in
the world,

Yours for the Concuest of Spzced

f;;??’;zf };zéﬂ/ﬁﬁv14z/6¢/ﬁfz;:;f(/
R. L, Fernsworth
* & ¥
(Ls something of e postscript we would like to quote @ pere-
greph from ¢ form letter sent out by the U,S.R.S.):

"othing is as certesin as the FUTURE! Heeding no one it speeds
towerd us 21l. Somewhere in thest future £ man is stepping from a
speceship onto the slien esh of the MOON, Just who thet men isj and
how soon he will achieve the grend objective, is up to you end others
of us who hsve the courage end the vision to chzllenge the infinite
frontier, the UNIVERSE!!!" 563
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| ' 1[ 'l'" " The Bibliogrephicsl History
| | | Of A Rere Book --
8, l By SAM MOSKOWITZ

DAWN OF FLAME AND OTHER STORIES by Stenley Greumsn Weinbeum, 313
pegesy 1936 (distributed 1937), Sponsored by the kilwesukee Fiction-
eers & lilweukee Chepter Americen Fiction Guild; Printer by Ruppert
Printing Service, Jeameice, .Y,

WOULD you tresde = dupliccte copy of "The Outsider" by H.P.lLove=-
creft for & copy of '"Dewn of Fleme" by S.G.Weinbeum? Stifle thet
throgt-forming "Nol", end listen to fects,

Vihen Stenley G. Weinbsum died or December 14, 1935, he left be-
hird e group of sircere ccolytesy fully es enthusiestic end cepeble
&s those of the lcte H.P. Lovecr:sft. Among these were Reymond A, Pzl-
mer, then z well-known science fiction writer erd columnist for the
leeding semi-pro fen journcl, ‘'Fentesy Megezine; Conrad H, Ruppert,
cepeble printer who wes responsible for the reproduction of "The Time
Treveller, Fentesy Msgezine, Cosmos, the ARRA booklets end merny other
publicetions; Julius Schwertz, editor of Ferntesy Mecgeczine end leeding
literery egent; Mort Weisinger, who shortly sscended to editorship
of Thrilling Wonder Stories; snd the Lilwgukee Fictioreers, & group
of profescionel cuthors including Robert Bloch, fertesy writer, end
Lewrence Kesting, well-known western story writer end President of
the orgenizetion., These men felt towesrd Sten Wweinbesum as Derleth end
Wandrei felt towerds Lovecreft. They would produce & meanoriel vol-
ume of his works to stend &s ¢ morument to his greetress.

Hugo Gernsbeck, then owner of Wonder Stories, willirgly re-
lecsed peruission for use of copyrighted Weirbeum stories, &s did F.
Orlir Tremecine, editor of Astounding. Tremeire geve the volume ed-
vence notica in the peges of his megezine, erd Leo lergulies eznd Mort
Weisinger printed £ review by Hohn D, Clerk, Ph. D. of the book efter
Sterderd Publicetions hed pirchzsed Worder Stories from Gernsbeck,

Rey Pelmer did the editoriel work; Ruppert the prirting., The
book wes printed one pege =t ¢ time in 10 point Iinotype Oldstyle,
orn the smzll press of Ruppert, erd wes ¢ long, drewn out, lsborious
project born oi love.

The originsl introduction wes written bty Rey Pelmer, but when
Mergeret Weinbzum, Sten's widow, recd the proofs she protested thet
the tone of the introduction wes too personzl,y end 11 but five cope-
ies of thet originel introduction were destroyed snd € new one by
Keesting substituted. Copies of '"Dewn of Fleme'" contecining the Pel-
mer piece zre owned by Ruppert, Schwartz, Pelmer, Keeting, and lMerge
Weinbezum, And sirce these individusls heve such & greet personel
fondness towzras the memory of Weinbtezum, they would scercely ever
pert with their copies., Thus, this rere editior is not to be worried
ebout end cer Le consigned to the cstezgory of the unstteineble,
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The first 250 copies of zn entire printirg of 500 were regerded
es first editions end ezre so lebeled. (Right here it might be well to
note thet there were 1,227 copies of “The Outsider" printed). The
pook wes bound by & binder who specizlized in bindirg bibles, and is
in eppeerence just like one, bound in semi-flexible black lesther,
with no lettering on the spine, tut the front of the bLook cerries the
pitlelgDawn of Fleme and Other Stories" Ly Stenley Weinbsum,stemped
in gold.

Rumors sre rempent thet only 250 copies of the book were ever
bounq. Ruppert seys if more then thet number were sold, Palmer, who
wes in cherge of salesy, owes him ¢ percentege on the books, Of the
gecond 280, it is not known for certsinty whether they were ever
bound, and if they were, whether or not they sre imprinted es first
editions. As late s 1941 copies could be purchesed et the originsl
price of $2,50 or slightly ebove, Erle Korshek of Chicego, end Les-
lie Johnson of Englsnd were the principel agents. Since thet date,
to the best of my knowledge; no copy has EVEN BEEN OFFERED FOR SALE
AT ANY PRICE! A meximum number of 505 copies exist; & possible uin-
imum of 250 mey be closer to the ectuel truth. Virtuelly 11 copies
ere owred by died-in-the-wool fentesy fens who would heve to e dyna-
mited swey from the book, It simply does not circulste,

The contents of the book ere: 1, "Dewn of Fleme"(The originral
version, conteining four to five thousend more words than the only
other printing in Thrillirg Wonder, June 1935. This story mey be ob-
tsined conplete in only one other form, the originel menuscript owned
by Forrest J, Ackermsn, who msde the highest bid at the Nycon.),

"The Mzd lMoon", "A Mertien Odyssey", "The Worlds of If", "The Ad-
Aptive Ultimate"™, "The Lotus Ezters", end "The Red Peri'.

The quelity is impecceble. Some of the grestest Weinbeum stor-
jes ere present znd the selection is representetive. The guelity of
the writing mey be escertzined from & typ: :¢l quote from "Dswn of
Fleme";

"But Bleck lizrgot rode north from Selui through the night., In
the sky before here were thin shedows leeding phentom ermies, Alexen-
der the Greet, Attile, Gengiz Khen, Tesmurlene, Nepoleon, end clesrer
then el1l, the bzttle cueen Semiramis. All the mighty conguerors of
the pesty end where were-fley, where were .thei empires, end where,
even, were their bones? Fez r in the south were the greves of men
who hed loved her, sll except O0ld Einzr, who tottered like & feeble
grey ghost zcross the world to find his...And et her side Joequin
Smith turned ss if to spesk, stered, end remeined silent. He wes not
accustomed to the sight of teesrs in the eyes &nd on the cheeks of
Blsck lergot,"

Whet monetery velue hes "Dewn of Fleme"? We heve no concrete
evidence since no decler in the 1lrst five yezsrs hes hed & copy to
quote. I heve hed three offers ranging from 15 to 25 dollers for my
copy. This is en honest velue besed on true scercity end demend,
end nowheres ertificelly fostered,
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\ e
Simply & few excerpts from letters
| F written by our more embitious

rezders

JACK SPEER seayst

Breckenridge seems to be g pretty intelligent guy, even if he
does work for the New York News, With reference to "The Communice-
tion of Horror", I think someone should stert from scretch and zna-
lyze the emotion of horror end releted ones; there's so much mist
surrounding the terms that discussion of them cen only be persued so
far, A couple of things thet we might note in connection with JDB's
two erticles is thet not 11 horror is supernctural horror, and that
gupernstural liter:sture msey legitimetely strive for other effects
then horror, Further on horror zs en emotion, I think commentetors
hove erred in not distinguishing between extreme disgust (as in
"Fecets in the Cese of M. Veldemer") end the cleen, cold chill thet
drives down your spine in the better perts of "Feer", or the psin-
ful but edmiring feeling thet comes st the end of "It," Thet men's
entipethy towsrd insects comes from e consciousness of inferiority
seems en ebsurd theory, It's & good exsmple of the lengths to which
Freudignism is cerried, I'd ssy the baees of the entipesthy are reth-
er these: meny insects, though smell, can deliver pesinful znd even
dengerous stings. And they work by stelth, breeking into hoesrded
grein to est it up while the outeide continues to look sound; end
when whet seems but an innocent tickling on the beck of one's neck,
which he brushes st idly es he would brush off £ lesef, turns out to
be one of the smsll enemies with its potency of pesiny the unplessent
inversion of our feelings multiplies the revulsion, Turning to the
review of "Twilight Ber', I see Breckenridge endorses Koestler's
"todey we know that happiness is Man's one end only duty on this
Earth." The reising up of hepplness ess the summum bonum alwsys pre-
sents the question of survivsal; fer the demends of survival often
run counter to heppiness. Moreover, mere heppiness does not seem to
me a sufficient resson for being herey; end I think most people
would sgree thet the supreme condition of men would not consist of
beings sitting around in robot-tended cubicles smoking & super hesh-
hish which gsve them zll-pleesant dreems,

¥ ¥ %
HARRY WARNER writess
I enjoyed precticslly everything in this issue ~-- nice to see

"Grzph" e£g8cin, &nd Breckenridge is interesting if not sltogether
setisfectary. No dogmstic stetement thet this or thet weird effect
is valueless will hold weter; too much depends on the psychological
meke-up of the resder., Some people, probebly with the same genersl
zckground end educction and intelligence &s Breckenridge, find the
climax of "Oh Whistle end I'1ll Come to You, My Led" to be one of
the most gruesome things in 211 litersture. My own pet nominstion
for ineffectiveness in the weird story is the other Jemes' "Turn of
the Screw", but epperently it hes something on the bell, to hsve
scarad so many thousands of reeders to death down through the de-
cades, The whole thing is gomne into very throughly in a recent
Rosenblum publicetion for the FAPA, which you mey have seen,
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PHIL SCHUMANN pens:

Sun Spots I find to be ¢ tremendous improvement over the megzzine
I remember of '41 and '42. Good mimeographing, feir art, end thought
provocative erticles -- fine...weinbszum's story seemed not &s com-
plete es his better known efforts, but new rtheless had en interes-
ting twist. Yo explenstion wss oifered though..."Communicestion of
Horror'" -~ Discussion of the movies wss interesting. It seems to me
thet the motion picture is cecpsble of producing some very reegl horror
sensations thet books heve thus fsr been incepeble of dupliceting,
Renember "She" end "Lost Horizon"? In each of these wes found the
seme type of horror, one peculiar to tle cinema, snd giving rise to
the idea that motion pictures have not been successful in meture
horror films meinly beceuse they heve not rezlised £11 of their pos=-
sibilities., They heve been lergely been icproducing the ssme effects
found in books snd hsve fziled becsuse, &s Breckenridge, seys the
cemerz gives sll deteils snd leaves little to imeginetion, Thet
points directly to the suggestion thet the movies' best possibilities
lie in the psychologicsl use of horror, in using one thing to suggest
another, end not an extension of the same thing. In each of the two
films I heve mentioned we find a definite sensetion of horror thet
remeins urspoiled by the precision of the cesmera, A young, pretty
womzn suddenly ages hideously end impossibly., Whet does it suggest
beyond the mere picture? VWe get the impression of tremendous zge,
and the seeing of it strikes revulsion deeply. We sre definitely
informed thet it is not 2 young girl grown suddenly old, but thet she
was 0ld already, end merely sssumed her true appesrence, We sre un-
willing to believe and yet the suggestion of such monsterous, tre-
mendous age is very vivid, ¢nd almost impossible to reproduce with-a
printed word. The only evidence I have seen of thest is in a short,
not too good poem =zt the beginning of & story celled "Hell is For-
ever" published some years ago (Summer, 1941, I think) in Unknown.
A man is drinking with the devil, end after some dislogue, suggests
thet the time is growing late. The devil scoffs end ssys thet time
means nothing to him, who has 211 time to deal with. The men ac-
quires suddenly reslizstion and the poem ends with the line, "He was
0ld -~ 01dl" It cerries quite en impect of sge thet is rether hor-
rifying, but I don't suppose you will know whest I mean unless you
reed the entire poemy which I don't remember off hend. Horror seems
to be portrayed well not from belief, but from unwillirgness to be-
lieve something thet eppears to be true, The horror is in the impos=-
sibility of something thet ig. The movies 2lso are improving in
their use of surreslism, which hes its own peculier horror. A whole
field lies open here to exploitstion., Agsin, the best surreslism
is psychologicel. The movies, to sustein horror, are going to heve
to use 2 different medis than thet of the printed psge, for the same
reazson thet an ceroplene is not very useful on the ground. The meth-
ods must be different beczuse the means of trensmition sre different,

* % *
FRAVCIS T, IANEY comes up withs:

"Greph!" is an example of a rether uncommon form of fiction,
gcience fiction which i1s not fentestic,.,Your new men, Breckenridge,
is pretty goody end hope you cen keep him as € reguler contributor,
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I differ with seversl of his criticel judgements, notebly his curt
dismisal of *Ch Whistle snd I'11 Come to You, My Lsd" end the H.P.L.
dreezm fentssies. While it is possible the reeder's resction mey be
lergely determined by whet ome is looking for (Breckenridge evident-
lly being sent only by relstively mundene horror teles). I believe
thet much of H.P.lL.'s best work mey be found in his dreem stuff,
which comes much neerer to being respectsble prose then his longer
stories end as for a complete zbstraction being uneble to zrouse my
emotion, how zbout some of Clerk Ashton Smith's stuff, very little
of which I plece in eny mundasne freasme of reference?...In connection
with Goye, heve you ever seen his €sntestic, sastyric psintings desl-
ing with flight? Spsin reproduced three or four of them on £ series
of 2ir meil stemps which they brought out some 12 to 15 years &go,
They'd definitely clessify as scientifictionsl ert,..Both book re-
views were excellent, with de lz Ree doing slightly the better job.
Better keep him ss 2 regular contributor(!)...Best end most useful
pert of the mgg is the tebulstion Sf ihe past six polls.

%

STEVE HANRAHAN sdds in with:

I'm gled to find somebody else who thinks "The World of A"
stinks. As a metter of fact me thinks mzybe the wholemzg (Astound-
ipg) is deteriorating into a2 mess of mentzl geniuses pleying hop-
scotch with mzn hole covers end pogo sticks. I'd give every one of
my 45-46 Astounding's for one good issue irom the 1939-43 period.
Meybe Heinlein, Hubberd, 2md Russell cezn ressurect Astounding. I'd
like to resd snother of Russell's iay Score-Explorer yerns.

* *

LLOYD ALPAUGH gasks:

Are you sure thet there is such 2 person as "Jemes Breckenridge?"
The neme sounds swfully like # pen name, Be thet e£s it mgys the
fellow hes some interesting srticles in this iessue, "The Communi-
cation of Horror" is debstable -- as every erticle should be -- and
I eam inclined to ergue with some of his statements, "The Outsider"
mythos, for instence, is not,y to my wegy of thinking, a complete ab-
strection,y being firmly rooted in everydsy things, And "The Infem-
ous Necronomicon of the mad Arsb, Abdul Alhazred" is not s joke to
everyone: this is proven by the fect thest meny people believe thet
the book actually exists. And enother thing, if I recell M,R.Jcmes'
"Oh Whistle etec." correctly, Jemes does not state thet the ghost is
a sheet; he merely says it hes & "fece of crumbled linen." There are
meny things I would rether see then 2 ghost with 2 face of mussed-up
liren,

* % %
PAUL D, COX compleina:

As for book reviews -- Thet is the ruin of most fenzines now-a-
dsys. Personslly I don‘t give e demm zbout Joe VWhosits book, nor
ebout Joe Whosits. It would be e£11 right occesionszlly, but meny
'zines ere devoting several peges every issue to them, Throw 'em
outy, I sgy. Substitute 2 column of hints to collectors,.."The
Communicetion of Horror" -- poor, I don't zere for £ lot of tripe
ebout books and snalysis of en euthor's s ysle..."Art snd Horror! --
enother batch of drivel, (25)
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NEW YORK SUN, July 25, 1946

Chicsgo, July 25 (AP) -- R,L. Fernsworth, president of the Uni-
ted Stetes Rocket Society, ssys thet Army Air Forces reports on the
precticebility of stomic energy for powering eirplenes should result
inrockets reasching the moon within the next two years. "The next
end ineviteble stepy" he seidy "is the use of the ztom to power in-
terplanetery rockets, You should see ¢ rocket on the moon within
two yesrs, if not sooner,"

NEW YORK MIRROR, July 28, 1946

Washington, July 27(INS) -~ The Army Air Forces reveszled todsy
it hes concluded rocket contect cen be mede with the moon, Disclos-
ure thet the AAF hes performed calculestions for sn out-of-this-world
flight wes mede by en oificer with eccess to experts' findings on the
project. He seid "The AAF hes been studying the whole problem of
rezching the moon end hes been meking computetions. It hes arrived
et the conclusion thet physicel contect cen be made with the moon."
The rocket would trevel 35,700 feet per second to spen the 240,000
miles to the moon,; going reletively slow -~ zbout & mile per second =
until thin etmosphere is reesched, Army sources believe it will be
egsler to reech the moon then most distent spots on esrth with roc-
kets. Army plens for the flight to the moon include the expectetion
thet the rocket will return., Ordnence officers emphesized there is
no reeson other then scientific interest for flight to the moon,

They seid: "If it becezme necessesry end enough scientists, meterisl
erd money were mede sveilsble, we could go t the moon tomorrow,"

NEW YORK TIMES, July 29, 1946

Washington, July 28 << Severel score gient rockets, including
rockets designed to go substentislly higher then the Nezi V-2's, ere
to be built for the Army Air Forces to find out what it is 1like in
the upper atmosphere, officisls dicclosed todsy. They sre to szrve
as pioneers for the long-renge guided missiles end "spece vehicles"
which Megj. Gen. Curtis E. LeMesy hes predicted es likely developments
of the next few yesrs,

NEW YORK TIMES, July 31, 1846

White Sends, N.M., July 30 (AP) -- A new world's eltitude rec-
ord of 104 miles wes cleimed todey by the Army for & Germen V-2
rocket fired by techniciens &t the proving grounds here,

NEW YORK HERAID TRIBUNE, August 11, 1946

Wweshington, Aug. 10(UP) -- The rocket-powered Bell XS-1, first
eircrzft desigred for flight fester thenr sound, will be flowr under
its own power for the first time this fzll, possibly &t luroc Leke,
Celif.,y the Wetionel Advisory Committee for Aeronszutics: ennounced
tonight,
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NEW YORK TIMES, August 12, 1946

Stockholm, Sweden, Aug. 11 -- A swerm of rocket bombs pessed
over Stockholm zt 10 o'clock tonight, The course, s ususl, wes from
the southesst towerd the northwest, (It wzs reported from Weshington
thet missiles seen over Sweden were thought to heve been leunched
from = former Germen rocket experiment srez et Peenemunde, row in the
Soviet zone of Germeny.) Reports flowing to the Swedish Genersl
Steff stress thet the bombs ere like firebells, with long luminous
teilsy, but some observers hsve seen e ciger-sheped bomb, treveling
gt en zltitude of 1,500 feet rether slowly...The lorgest flight of
eny of the missilesy so fer cs militery experts could determine. wes
gbout 600 miles, compered with the recrge of 35 to 45 miles for the
first Germen V-2 rocket bombs,

NEW YORK TIMES, August 12, 1946

Weshingtony, Aug. 11 -- Ip "immedicte prospect" es United Stetes
see weepons egre pilotless zircraft cepeble of cerrying ztomic Lombs,
the Yevy reveeled todey...The report, which in its predictions con-
cerning superwespons riveled those mede by the Army Air Forces, also
forcest thet "¢ little ferther in the tuture sre sstellite vehicles,
circling the eerth hundreds of miles up, like moons,...Interplenet-
ery trevel, ir cese someore feels the urge to visit fer pleces, is
only & short step from the setellite vehicle," it continued.

BERGEN EVENING RECORD, August 13, 1946

Stockholm, Aug. 13 (AP) -- An eyewitness sccount published ib
the Stockholm Aftonbledet yesterdey told how & 100-foot "ghost roc-
ket" exploded in ¢ blinding flesh over Swedan lending support to pre-
vious reports that the mystery missiles ere ecuipped with destruc-
tion devices which mzke it impossible to “ind treces of them,

NEW YORK SUN, August 14, 1946

Stockholm, Aug. 14 (AP) -- The Aftomblzdet seid yesterdesy that
¢ ghost bomb, bLursting over e Swedish lcke, neerly ceused cecsuslties
end criticized the militery euthorities for their failure to explein
the nature of the missiles, which have bLeen reported zlmost deily
for the pest two months,..The Swedish militery suthorities ssid yes-
terdey thet they hed received no tengible proof thet the freguent
celestiel pheromenz observed over the country resulted from foreign
experiments with zeriel missiles....The first '"ghost rocket" explos-
ion over Debmerk elso wes reported in Copenhagen. Brisnd Jensen,
¢ right wetchmen in Struer; West Jutlend, ssid he szw & speeding
rocket, epprozching from the Mortheesst, explode with a roar and il-
luminete the sky with £ blirding flesh,
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EDITORIAL VIEWPOINTS
(Continued from pzge 4)

coast et the present time. Its membership currently stands et an even
30 end en zttendence of over 20 hzs been reclized st esch of the lest
two meetings., Elections ere to be held st the next meeting, Septem-
ber 8, Sam Moskowitz is now Director, Rickey Slzvin secretery, end
Gerry de le Ree tressurer,

* ¥ *

We recently whipped up a review of "Agherti" (Amezing, June '46)
for Henry Elsner fznzine, Scientifictionist. (At Henry's recuest, in-
cidentally). Vie hzve spoken with & number of fans sbout the novel
end found them split in their opiniors of it. The mgjority seem to
feel it is pro-NMazi, This we cennot see. We heve reed the story
twice, thirnking thet perhecps we overlooked something during the first
reeding. We hedn't, The story is defirnitely snti-Naziy we'll steke
everything on thet opinion, It is pro-Germsn, but thet, in this cese,
is 2 far cry from being pro-NVezi, Heinrich Hezuser, the suthor of
"Agherti" shows signs of being £ talerted writer, We seriously doubt
that "Agherti" wes written especizlly for Amszing, as its quelity is
far ebove the type generslly fourd in thet magszine. As a guess, we
would say thet the novel wes origirelly written for publicetiorn eith-
er in book form or in & slick megezine. It wes, doubtless, rejected
as being z bit too fentestic, The story also shows signs of heving
been cut, which to this writer, further implies thst it was not orig-
inelly sleted for Amzzing. Fens who neglected to read "Agherti"
should give it e whirl,

% *k %

"Sin's Doorwsy", by Menly Wezde Wellmesn, which sppesred in the
Jenuery, 1946 issue of Weird Tales, hes been sélected by Rex Stout
10 eppeer in his forthcoming snthology, "Rue lorgue No, 2". Wellmen
recently completed a detective novel, "Fird My Killer", which is to
be published in book formm, He hes also tvrmed out & nmovel for Stert-
1ling, in which he hopes to dupliceate Ehe success of "Twice in Time,"

* *

Wie'd like to congretulete Joe Kennedy on his upset victory in
this yeer's Beowulf Poll (see peges 31-33), It wes perheps ss much a
shock to him es it was to a number of other fens, There wzs little
doubt of Joek's populerity, but few reslized thet it was as wide
spreesd as the poll proved. It wess with regret thet we noted the fail-
ure of such well-known fens ss Leney, Thompson, Schumznn, W, Deugh-
erty, Dunkelberger, Liebscher, S.D., Russell, and Koenig to return
the bzllots meiled them, We would refer the compleints of zny fens
&s 1o the incompleteness of the poll, to these individusls., Will
Sykors returned hics bsllot .on August 20, three deys too lste to be
included in the finsl results. !

* %

This issue of Sun Spots sort of outgrew original plsans. Due to
the size of the issue (end the fsct we were forced to buy new rollers
for the typewriter) it set us bsck in cesh considersbly more then we
hed enticipeated., We still refuse to ssk subscriptions, but sny dona-
tions -- to cover the cost of postege -- would be received with
thankf. And don't forget to write thet letter if you went the next
issues,

(28)



l ll 't- H |: H r. 1 H BH Fr‘ EY JAMES D, BRECKENRIDGE

WHEN I wes in high school, oh so meny yeers ago, I joined a soc-
iety known ss the Solsroid Club, whose principel purpose in life,
other then sociel, was the purchese snd reeding of a variety of nag-
ezines clessed in a group as "science-fiction". These megazines,
most of them st leest one notch ebove the Lulk of pulp fiction, céeér-
ried a type of story concerned with the frture world of scientific
achievement; e type of fiction populerizec by H.G, Wells, but with
its roots in such diverse spirits ss Plsto, Semuel Butler, kEdgar A,
Poe, &nd Edwerd Bellamy, to neme 2 few. These stories contempleted
the world of the next few centuries, when science should heve brought
new powers within the gresp of men, powers which would eneble him to
resch out to touch the sters, or to travel hither snd yon within the
frame of dimensionel time.

I then proceeded to go of f to college, where, esmong other things,
I leerned of the existence of e curious writer nsmed Lovecreft, end
of & greet number of his predecessors, Stoker, Mechen, LeFenu, Lewis,
and meny others, for the most pert stemming from the Gothic horror
stories which were s phese of the romantic movement, The only point
of overlepping with the first type of fiction wssy curiously enough,
in that enigmestic genius, Poe.

Hsving sbsorbed & considercble emount of this beckgrourd, srd e
modicum of the work now being done in the field, I hastened beack to
my Soleroid friends to tell them of my discovery, end found -- that
this interest hed elmost entirely displeced science fiction with
them! Within the seme fremework of societies end publicetions once
concerned with science fiction now existed ¢ large fan group only
cesuelly interested in stories of tomorrow, ¢nd cbsorbed insteed in
whet we mey cell fentesy fiction, for the most pert consisting of
streight horror stories. f

Looking backy I cen see thet this reversel hed been in no wise
so sudder end unexpected es it et first & peered. Weird Tales hes
been with us for & long time, end there existed before the peper
shorteges thet megnificent feilure, Unknown Worlds. Whest interests
me is the chenge thet hes tsken plece in the very people once most
interested in thet totelly different form, science-fiction,

For during the very lest period when the interests of these en-
thusiests hed swung to this extreme sort of escepism, the science in
which they hed been so interested hed vindiceted = grest pert of
their hopes and predictions, once deemed so fentastic, Even before
atomic power beceme ¢ tengible reelity, the scientific progress mscde
during the wer wes indubitebly tremendous.,

Why, then, did this chenge teke plzce even while eerlier pes-
sions were being vindiceted? Beccusey I believe, our pert of the
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world is entering a culminzting phase of & mgjor retreat from reelity.
The atom bomb served to dramatize beyond dispute a truism obvious to
a few men for meny yeers: thet technicel scientific advences heve so
far outstripped man's mental ecuipment thst an extreme point of im-
balance is gbout to be resched. Now, when science presents man with
the key to £11 his ills at one stroke, he finds himself uneble to use
thet key for anything but a weepon to destroy himself, The serious-
ness of the situstion cannot be overststed. Man finds himself uneg-
uipped mentelly and socizlly to hendle this tremendous force; so, in-
stead he seeks to escepe them by ignoring them,

This escepe tzkes & wide veriety of forms. A religious swing
towerd irrationslity hes been gaining momentum recently. In England,
as in Frence, slwsys rather in szdvasnce of us in intellectual matters,
Catholic conversions became numerous as far back as twenty years ago.
We are seeing this in our country at the present time, What Gide dis-
cussed a querter of & century ago is now becoming the concern of a
number of English end Americen writers, Some, indeed, like Huxley
end Isherwood, have gone beyond, into their own brands of orientsl
mysticism. All this cennot be without relstion to the lesser chenges
of attitude. Our shift from Adam Link to John Thunstone is not en-
tirely unlike Huxley's trsnsition from bioleogy to the Vedsnta. More
and more, the thinking segment of the populstion is seeking to avoid.
its problems by resorting to irrstionsl mysticism. With £11 due re-
spect to Cetholicism's promises for the next world, it no longer pre-

sents any conclusive solution to our problems in this one. And this
world's troubles are many.

Above &11, of course, stends this mighty version of Buck Rogers'
disintergretor, In the hends of ststesmen unsble to think in terms
of enything but imperislism and power politics, we may never see et~
omic power used for eny useful purpose, until zfter it hes served to
destroy the dissgreeing helf of the world (ours or theirs)s; then, if

there is enyone left intelligent enough to use it, we mey yet trevel
to the moon,

Thisy, of course, hes very little to do with fentesy fiction;
fantasy fiction is only one slight menifestztion of whet cennot but
be considered a fundsmenteslly unheslthy intellectual trend. Fantesy
fiction cennot be condemned for itself; thst is not my eim: inrdeed,
I em very much interested in the field. We csn scarcely make improve-
ments by trying to elter fentesy fiction itself,

The trouble lies fer deeper ther that., Only bringing the intel-
lectuzl level of the western world up to its technicsl sccomplish-
ments can we hope to declare a '"morestorium on science"; but we can
ettempt to zdveance the other pheses of understanding to something
compareble to the condition of modern science. Precisely how this is
to be effected, I confess I do not know, end indeed it would be pre-
sumptious of me to suggest; I only know it must be done, For 1f we
feil to megsure up to this task, but instecd continue to seek mere
avenues of escepe, we have the slternstive of heightened conflict, a
struggle whose roots we cennot understend, ending zlmost inevitebly
in mess destruction on s scele h%thirto ne./er conceived,
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A BRIEEF COMSENTARY

JOE KENNEDY, 17-yesr old Dover, N,J. fzn pulled the mejor upset
in the 1946 Beowulf Poll of Science Fiction Fendom, ss he welked eswey
with the title of number one fen, while his fenzine Vempire, rolled
up the unprecedented total of 422 points in essily winning top honors
in thet field, All other winners retesined their 1845 titles.

The poll wes concluded on August 17, with 75 of 110 bellots re-
turned, This wss a response of approximetely 70%.

Kemnedy, sixth in 1945, polled 12 first plece votes end a total
of 285 points to win. Forrest Ackermen finished secornd for the thirg
straight time, toteling 278 points. Bob iuckery who hed been on top
in all previous Beowulf Polls, slipped to third, Despite the fzct he
received 13 firsts, Tucker tellied only 263 points, As it wes, all
three boys were closely bunched, end a few votes one wey or the other
could heve chenged the outcome, But for Kenredy it was & seticsfying
triumph, Only in fendom since '44, Kennedy hes eIlwecys been populer
with the younger fen group, meinly through his prolific letter-writing
to the pro-megs. This yeer he proved equelly popular with the older
fers and thus pulled the mejor upset of the poll., New feaces zmong
the top ten gre Sem lioskowitz and lLengley Searles,

Vempire's victory wes considersbly more decisive then its edit-
or's, Vemp toteled 422 points in downing Seerles' Fentesy Commente-
lor, which wes second with 295, F,C, outscored Vempire 14-13 on
firsts,y but Kennedy's meg proved to heve & grester ell-eround sppeel,
F,C,y while heving meteriel of the highest cuglity, hes & limited
eppeel. New-comers to the first ten were Vempire, which wes 13th last
yeery, Scientifictionist, ¢nd Stzr Rover. Le Zombie, first in '44,
dropped to tenth this yeer., TIhe Acolyte, now defunct, slipped from
first to fifth, ¢lthough reting high with those who did vote for it,

A, Verritt copped the title of top euthor for the fourth time,
lMerritt received 323 points in downing second-plsce H.P, Lovecrsft,
who hed 298, A.E. Ven Vogt wes third end Henry Kutiner & strong
fourth, L, Sprezgue de Cemp end John Teine broke into the top ten,

Astounding egsin ren ewszy with the pro-meg crown, Astournding
gernered 46 firsts end 316 points, es compered to 16 end 236 for
secord plece Femous Fentzstic Mysteries. Virgil Finley elso won by
¢ lendslide ss the: feborite artist. Finlev hed 41 firsts and 291
points. Lewrence climbed up to second, P::1 wes third, end Bok fourth,

Stenley Weinbeum's "A Mertien Odyssey" repested as the fsvorite
short story, being voted for by 32 fens., "ITwilight", Ly John Cempe
belly, wes second with 19. A. E. Van Vogt's "Slan" sgain took the top
spot in the novel cless with 27 votes,

HCw POLI WAS SCORED: The euthor, fzn, znd fenzire clesses were
scored 10 for first, 9 for second, erd so on down to onej; pro-msge-
zine end ertist clesses were scored S for first, 4 for second erd so
on to ore. FNovels enc short stories were reted simply on votes, ell
mertioned receiving one vote, Mumbers in perenthesis denote first
place votes received by thet individuel or msgezine,

THOSE WHO VOTED: Nitke, Geulin, Slavin, Moskowitz, Cerr, Sellin-
ger, Delles; Christensen, Wheeton, Budrys, Wegemer, Lelcke, Seerles,
Elsner, Alpsugh, Gerdner, Sloan, Spleswn, Fox, lMcGhee, Boggs, Bone,
Deutsch, Waerner, Kennedy, Henrshen, EH Russell, Osheroff, Greenlesf,
Widner, Perry, Lopez, Richerdson, Cox, Indick, Kolbe, Lyon, Coslet,
Sechs, Currier, Cerlsony Brezzier, Silverberg, Irmen, Stein, Besldwin,
Snesry, Swisher, EEEvans, Cockroft, V Deugherty, Burbee, Ackermesn,
WH Evens, Meddox, Wrzos, Rockmore, Wesson, Speer, Willmorth, Streiff,
Kuttner, Cheney, Tigrins, Froeder, Tucker, Trein, Alnutt, Peterson,
Stevenson, Simkowitz, Seunders, Hzll, Breckenridge, end de l= Ree,




[+ H SHUNUKIT #OSWERS, HANG U ...

By MANLY WADE WELLM X7

I USED to say I invented the Shonokirs, those people -- if you cen
cell them thet -- who plsgue John Thunstone in Weird Teles end don't

succeed &t it. But now I wonder., So many people know more gbout them
then I do, ;

Shonokins look like men, but they zren't, They don't belong to
Homo Sapiens,y, and whet they do belong to must be decided by science,
1f end when science sccepts the feect of Shonokins., You cen tell &
Shonokin, if you cere to look &t one close et hand (not thet I edvise
it) because his third finger is longer then his middle finger, and his
pupil is slit-sheped, like s cet's instezd of round, The other differ-
ences are of the spirit and the viewpoint, ard the less said stout
them the better.

Are these my idees? Not by sz mile, say the people who write let-
ters to John Thunstone &nd me. Shonokins hsve mede trecks in the sol-
id rock of the Ozsrks -- tracks with the fourth toe longer then the
middle, They carved on New Englend cliffs & set of pictures that H.

P, Lovecreft would heve been interested to see., Meybe he did see them,
end credited them to the Cthulhu Cult,

Stuert Bolend, the San Frencisco librerian and formerly en ex-
plorer in Asiz Minor, Egypt, end Centrel America, cen and will point
out rere old books snd rarer, older, folk-seyings thet seem to iden-
tify the Shonokins in Americem and elsewheie, by deedy, neture end even
by neme, Iary NcFell, of Colorsdo, thinks she msy heve Shonokin
blood in her (gbsit omen!). A Jerseyite nemed Finger, end & Tennes-
seesn nemed Purkitt, know enough sbout Shomnokins to suggest wesys they
produce young, though nobody hes seen ¢ Shonokin femele to know here
as such,

All these letters I'm gled to get, but the letters I won't re-
ceive with eny promise of cooperetion sre those thet offer to intro-
duce me to Shonokins,

From whet I cer find out, they -~ the Shonokins -- aren't fond
of publicity., They went to know zll sbout us, and don't went us to
know znything ebout them, Wherefore, it might be embarrassing to zall
concerned if I met them enywhere., They might be inhospiteble, I
might be incuisitive. We both might be violemt, And where, in these
enlightened timesy, does violence get you?

I used to get letters cbout the Mertiens I wrote sbout in years
past. Those Mertians were no worse then Terrestriels, and no more
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curiousy for all their flower-fzces znd blsdder-bodies end tenticuler
arms snd legs. As e metter of fect, I liked some of the Mertiens,
But thet's s fer es I'11 go, Mertiensy yes. Shonokins, no.

I won't even cell the New York telephore number sent to me in &
letter without & signeture or return eddress. The sender offered to
put me in touch with s Shonokin, right there on the wire. I'm even
thinking of heving my telcphone teken out, . .

* % % & * &
The John Thunstone Series in Weird Tgles:

"The Third Cry to Legba" -~ November, 1943
"The Golden Goblins" -- Jenuery, 1944
"Hoof's" ~= Merch, 1944
"The Letters of Cold Fire" -- May, 1944
"John Thunstone's Inheritence" -- July, 1944
"Sorcery from Thule" ~-- September, 1944
*¥"Dead Man's Hend" -- November, 1944
"Thorne on the Threshold" -- Jenuery, 1945
*"The Shonoking" -~ Merch, 1945
*"Blood From A Stone" -- Mey, 1945
"The Dei Sword" -- July, 1945
"Twice Cursed" -~ Mzrch, 1946
*"Shonokin Town" -- July, 1946

¥Denotes Shonokin stories.
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